Introduction
Iran, a country with 1,640,000 square kilometers area in the south-west of Asia within the northern hemisphere, has its specific combination of different elements of life and a special ecosystem and biodiversity due to various factors including different climatic conditions, high mountains all around and a large desert in the centre. Different phytogeographic regions in Iran's plateau cause massive genetic flow in this area which results in a variety of plant species in comparison with what obtains in neighbouring countries, although some others have very interesting points of advantage. Some plant species have been walled beyond the natural fences (as endemic), and some are scattered in other lands. Due to the diversity of climate, topography and edaphic conditions, limited areas of vegetation in Iran are very different and heterogeneous. Vegetation in Iran, in particular, consists of discrete and dispersed limited areas. Its coverage in the northern and north-western areas and humid regions is very high. But in arid areas with low precipitation and high evaporation, it is very low. However, there is very high plant diversity in Iran which is remarkable and comparable with other countries. Iran consists of 167 families of vascular plants, 1215 genera (Flora of Iran, 2012). Total Taxa in Iran are about 8,000 which include about 6417 species, 611 subspecies, 465 varieties, and 83 hybrids. Of these, about 1,810 are endemic to Iran. Present statistics are adopted from the surveys conducted in 2000 in Central Herbarium of University of Tehran. (Ghahreman and Attar, 2000) .
The Flora of Iran was published by A. Ghahreman 12 volumes (Ghahreman, 1993) . East Azerbaijan, NW Iran has a great potential of plant diversity in rangelands. The aim of this research is to broadcast the current situation of plants in Shanjan rangeland in Shabestar district, NW Iran. This study intends to introduce 94 plant species belonging to 25 families of this area. 
Materials and Methods

Research area is located in Shanjan rangeland
Results and discussion
In the research area 94 plant species belonging to 25 families were identified as constituting the major part of the vegetation ( Table 1) . The families in the area are Ixilirion (1 species), Anchusa (1 species), Heterocaryum (2 species), Lappula (1 species), Lithospermum (1 species), Nonnea (1 species), Onosma (2 species), Rochelia (1 species), Campanula (3 species), Gypsophila (1 species), Agrostemma (1 species), Arenaria (2 species), Cerastium (1 species), Dianthus (2 species), Melandrium (1 species), Saponaria (1 species), Silene (4 species), Helianthemum (1 species), Achillea (3 species), Anthemis (1 species), Centaurea (2 species), Cerepis (1 species), Chardinia (1 species), Cosinia (1 species), Crepis (1 species), Erigeron (1 species), Gundelia (1 species), Helichrysum (3 species), Lasiopogon (1 species), Scorzonera (1 species), Senecio (1 species), Siebera (1 species), Aethione (1 species), Alyssum (4 species), Cardaria (1 species), Conringia (1 species), Erysimum (1 species), Malcolmia (1 species), Nasturium (1 species), Thlaspi (1 species), Carax (2 species), Scabiosa (3 species), Ephorbia (4 species
species), Romeria (1 species), Paronchia (1 species), Acantholimon (1 species), Acantholimon (1 species), Polygonum (1 species), Adonis (1 species), Ceratocephalus (1 species), Ranunculus (1 species), Reseda (1 species), Asperula (1 species), Callipeltis (1 species), Cruciata (1 species), Galium (1 species), Bungea (1 species), Linaria (1 species), Linaria (1 species), Scrophularia (1 species), Veronica (1 species), Hyoscyamus (1 species) and Valerianella (1 species) (Figure 4) .
A detailed analysis showed that Biennial plants were 3.19%, Annual 41.49% and Perennial 55.32% ( Figure 5 ). 
